Message

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Arcaute, Francisco [Arcaute.Francisco@epa.gov]

7/9/2018 8:09:36 PM

regionalpress [regionalpress@epa.gov]; Kelley, leff [kelley.jeff@epa.gov]; Rowan, Anne [rowan.anne@epa.gov]
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (Lee Berquist) ((recd 7/9)) OPEN. Reporter requests results of water sampling EPA
conducted in early May in central Wisconsin, near Juneau County. DDL not indicated.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (Lee Bergquist) ((recd 7/9)) OPEN. Reporter requests results of water
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R5 will

share proposed answers for approval.

Reporter’s questions:

I would like to get the results of water sampling EPA conducted in early May in central
Wisconsin near Juneau County and an update on how the agency is responding to concerns
about water quality in the region.

| have a link to my story - htips.//www.|sonline.com/story/news/politics/2018/05/04/epa-
investigates-possible-groundwater-contamination-central-wisconsin-worries-qrow/57 9422002/

Main point here is inform the public of your efforts and any followup by the EPA.

Perhaps you could put me in touch with appropriate staffer?

PREVIOUSLY SENT TO REPORTER
Lee — please aftribute responses 1o an agency spokesperson.

What prompted the agency to conduct the tests?
EFA s monitoring groundwater after receiving complaints of private drinking water well
contamination.

Was the EPA responding to complaints about high nitrate levels in the water, including a report
of one mother who said that she was forced to terminate a pregnancy because of a severe
birth defect?

EPA has received numerous complaints from citizens in the area.
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When do you expect to have results - and what is the next step of the agency after getting the
results?

EFA will analyze the results and determine if an environmental problem subject to EPA
authority exisis,

If the results show high nitrate levels that exceed drinking water standards, what will you do?
EPA will coordinate with state and local agencies o address any problem.

Have you communicated the reason for the trip with Central Sands Dairy, the largest farm in
the area?

EPA coordinated the evaluation with state and local authorities but has not contacted any
private entities except where access to private property was required to conduct the
evaluation.

Please confirm the following facts that EPA personnel shared with Cristi Sullivan-Greening:

41 bore holes for water sampling - at a shallow depth and deeper depth 60 to 80 feet.
Samples were taken from depths of 45-49 feet and 30-34 feet.

The testing will take place from roughly 20th Ave. and 4th street to the Wisconsin River.
Testing tock place West of Lake Pentewel] from the Wood County Line to the North and South
to 8 Steet.

(In an email, the DNR said a short while ago said that the EPA would be conducing
groundwater sampling around Central Sands Dairy’s land application fields and
production area in Juneau County from April 30-May 4.)

Lee Bergouist
Reporter
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Office: 414.224.2169
Mobile: 414.588.0244

Francisco Arcaute
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